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The Middle East’s Next Chapter: Why | Remain
Optimistic About the Region’s Future

As geopolitical tensions begin to ease, could the Middle East be poised for a new wave of investment activity? Jeffrey Sweeney examines
the economic trends, regional developments, and emerging opportunities that make him optimistic about the region’s future.

By Jeffrey Sweeney, Founder and Chairman, US Capital Global

Over the past several months, the Middle East has once again reminded the world how quickly
geopolitical developments can affect markets, investment decisions, and business activity. The
recent conflict involving Iran created uncertainty throughout the region, disrupted trade routes,
and caused many investors and businesses to pause while they waited for greater clarity. Today,
however, we appear to be entering a different phase.

While the current truce remains fragile and significant challenges remain unresolved, there are
growing signs that the region may be moving toward greater stability and economic integration. Risks remain, but so do
substantial opportunities—and there are compelling reasons to be optimistic about the region’s long-term economic future.

Capital Returns When Confidence Returns

Thereasonforthatoptimismis straightforward: the economicincentives for cooperation are becomingincreasingly powerful.
Throughout my career, | have observed that capital seeks stability. Businesses want predictable operating environments,
investors want confidence that trade routes will remain open and contracts will be honored, and governments want
sustained economic growth. When uncertainty rises, activity slows. When confidence returns, opportunities emerge quickly.

We are already seeing evidence of this dynamic. At US Capital Global, several transactions that had slowed during the recent
period of uncertainty have begun moving forward again. In one instance, discussions surrounding a major Gulf real estate
development resumed almost immediately after signs of de-escalation emerged. Similar conversations are taking place
across infrastructure, healthcare, transportation, and real estate projects throughout the region.

The Gulf's Long-Term Growth Story

This should not be surprising. The Gulf region remains one of the world's most dynamic investment destinations.
Governments across the GCC continue to invest heavily in infrastructure, technology, logistics, healthcare, education, and
economic diversification. These long-term development initiatives did not disappear during the recent conflict. If anything,
the experience reinforced the importance of building resilient economies that are increasingly connected to one another
and to global markets.

The underlying economic drivers that have attracted capital to the region over the past decade remain firmly in place.
Across the Gulf, ambitious national development programs continue to support investment in emerging industries, large-
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scale infrastructure projects, and new commercial opportunities. These initiatives are helping transform the region into a
global hub for business, finance, innovation, and trade.

The Opportunity of Greater Regional Integration

One of the most encouraging possibilities is the prospect of greater economic integration across the broader Middle East.
For decades, political tensions have limited the full economic potential of many countries in the region. If current diplomatic
efforts ultimately lead to deeper engagement, even gradually, the benefits could be substantial.

Increased trade, stronger investment flows, expanded infrastructure development, and greater commercial cooperation
could create opportunities not only for local businesses but also for international investors seeking exposure to one of the
world's most strategically important regions. Bringing more countries into the global economic mainstream would expand
markets, create jobs, and unlock new avenues for growth across multiple industries.

A Long-Term View of the Future

None of this suggests that the path forward will be smooth. Progress rarely follows a straight line, and there will almost
certainly be setbacks, renewed tensions, and periods when optimism appears premature. The current truce may not hold
in its present form, and future challenges should be expected. Yet long-term trends often matter more than short-term
disruptions.

Economic interdependence can be a powerful stabilizing force. As businesses become more connected and economies
become more integrated, the costs of instability rise for all parties involved. Strong neighbors create stronger markets, and
competition within a stable framework can drive innovation, investment, and growth.

That is why | remain optimistic. The Middle East today is no longer simply an energy story. It is increasingly a story about
finance, technology, logistics, infrastructure, tourism, healthcare, and entrepreneurship. The region continues to attract
capital, talent, and ambitious development projects despite periodic geopolitical challenges. While there may be bumps
along the road, | believe the broader direction is toward greater prosperity, deeper economic cooperation, and increased
participation in the global economy.

The world benefits when markets are open, trade flows freely, and nations focus on economic growth rather than conflict. My
hope is that the coming years will see more of that spirit take hold across the Middle East. If that happens, the opportunities
for businesses, investors, and the people of the region could be extraordinary.

Jeffrey Sweeney is a lifelong entrepreneur and successful fund manager with decades of experience in corporate finance and asset
management. He is Founder and Chairman of US Capital Global (www.uscapital.com), a full-service global private financial group
headquartered in San Francisco with primary offices in Los Angeles, Philadelphia, New York, Miami, London, Milan, Zurich, Dubai,
and Singapore.
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